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HISTORICAL PLACES THAT WE WILL VISIT
MINIATURK
Miniaturk, the first miniature park in Istanbul, began in June 30, 2001. Miniaturk covers a total area of 60,000 square meters. Its model area is 15,000 sqm, making Miniaturk the world's largest miniature park in respect to its model area. The park contains 105 models done in 1/25th scale. 45 of the structures are from Istanbul, 45 are from Anatolia, and 15 are from the Ottoman territories that today lie outside of Turkey. The park hosts icons of many cultures and civilizations. Models vary from the Hagia Sophia to Selimiye, from Rumeli Fortress to Galata Tower, from Safranbolu Houses to the Sumela Monastry, from Qubbat As-Sakhrah to the ruins of Mount Nemrut. In addition, some works that have not survived into the present, such as the Temple of Artemis, the Halicarnassus Mausoleum and Ajyad Castle, were recreated.
[image: As a result of the decree sent to governors to commemorate the 25th anniversary of Sultan Abdülhamit's accession to the throne, many clock towers were built all over the country. Izmit Clock Tower was designed by architect Vedat Tek upon the order of Musa Kazım Bey, governor of Izmit, and built in 1901.  The neoclassical clock tower, which stands just in front of the Hünkar Pavillion of Sultan Abdülaziz, has four floors. The ground floor houses fountains, while the clock is on the top floor. All four facade][image: Safranbolu, located around 220km to the north of Ankara, contains rare examples of traditional Turkish houses which have lasted down to the present day. The picturesque town bedecked with mansions, houses and fountains from the 18th century is like an open air museum. The houses are generally made of stone on the ground floor and good quality timber on the upper floors. The stone ground floors, which appear like a natural continuation of the street, support the upper floors. The old streets, covered with pa][image: The most splendid Ottoman building in Edirne, Selimiye Mosque, was built in the name of Sultan Selim II. It is regarded as the masterpiece of the great Ottoman architect Sinan, responsible for its construction in the years 1568-1575. It has four minarets, each 71 meters tall and each with three separate staircases inside leading to the three different balconies (şerefeler). Its decorated door opens to a front yard surrounded by 18 domes and columns with porches. The muezzin’s platform inside the mosque is e][image: This building was constructed by the son of the Ottoman provincial governor Ishak Paşa, between the years 1784-1785. It is located near Doğubeyazıt in eastern Turkey. While its overall structure is in line with the traditional layout of Ottoman palaces, its main gates carry traces of Seljuk architecture. The decorations on the gates are a blend of craftsmanship from different cultures, including Iranian, Anatolian Seljuk, Georgian and Caucasian. The structure and especially the decorations were destroyed to]







DOLMABAHÇE PALACE

Dolmabahçe Palace built in 19 th century is one of the most glamorous palaces in the world. It was the administrative center of the late Ottoman Empire with the last of Ottoman Sultans was residing there. After the foundation of the Turkish Republic in Ankara, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk transferred all government functions to the youthful capital but on his visits to Istanbul Ataturk occupied only a small room at Dolmabahçe Palace as his own. He stayed, welcomed his foreign guests and made a practical center for national, historical and language congress and for international conferences. Dolmabahçe palace has a great meaning for Turkish people since the supreme leader Mustafa Kemal Ataturk had used the palace as a residence and spent the most serious period of his illness and he passed away in this palace on 10 th of November 1938 at 9:05 AM, all the clocks in the palace are stopped at this time. Later on it was converted into a museum. It is wandered with a special sense of respect.  
[image: Dolmabahce Palace - Dolmabahce Palace][image: Dolmabahce Palace - Dolmabahce Palace][image: Dolmabahce Palace - Dolmabahce Palace]	


GÜLHANE PARK & ARCHEOLOGICAL MUSEUM
The Istanbul Archaeological Museums, a museum affiliated to the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, is located in İstanbul's Sultanahmet neighborhood, on the Osman Hamdi Bey slope connecting the Gülhane Park with the Topkapı Palace. The İstanbul Archaeological Museums, which is housing various artifacts from civilizations that had left their traces to different periods of the history, is one of the 10 most important world-class museums designed and used as a museum building. Additionally, it is the first institution in Turkey arranged as a museum. Besides its spectacular collections, the architectural aspects of its buildings and its garden are of historical and natural importance. 
[image: File:Gulhane park Istanbul 2007 003.jpg][image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/82/Goth_Column_Gulhane_Istanbul_March_2008b.JPG/220px-Goth_Column_Gulhane_Istanbul_March_2008b.JPG][image: http://www.istanbularkeoloji.gov.tr/i/Assets/images/cnt_overlay_img.jpg]







BASILICA CISTERN
This cistern is thought to have been built after the Nika revolt in 532 AD. It was known as the Basilica Cistern during the Roman period, as there was a Stoa Basilica above the pre-existing one at the time. After the conquest of the city by the Ottoman Turks, it was forgotten of and nobody knew that it existed. Re-discovered in 1545, it was used to water the gardens of Topkapi Palace. Today it has a rather eery and mystical ambiance. Clever spotlighting makes the water shimmer with coloured dancing lights and the water ripples from an occasional fish swishing its tail in exuberance. 
[image: http://www.istanbultravelguide.net/images/basilicacistern.jpg][image: http://www.yerebatan.com/upload/1293779897-5.jpg]






SULTANAHMET MOSQUE
The Sultan Ahmed Mosque (Sultanahmet Camii) is a historical mosque in Istanbul, the largest city in Turkey and the capital of the Ottoman Empire (from 1453 to 1923). The mosque is popularly known as the Blue Mosque for the blue tiles adorning the walls of its interior.
It was built between 1609 and 1616, during the rule of Ahmed I. Like many other mosques, it also comprises a tomb of the founder, a madrasah and a hospice. While still used as a mosque, the Sultan Ahmed Mosque has also become a popular tourist attraction.
[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/56/Sultan_Ahmed_Mosque_Istanbul_Turkey_retouched.jpg/300px-Sultan_Ahmed_Mosque_Istanbul_Turkey_retouched.jpg][image: http://www.moderncelebi.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/sultanahmet_camii_faruk_kocak.jpg]




[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/77/Blue_Mosque_Courtyard_Dusk_Wikimedia_Commons.jpg/400px-Blue_Mosque_Courtyard_Dusk_Wikimedia_Commons.jpg]

[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRl-wavkFhWdPxD0IM8PPWX7hDdQwFrTWiEncGqRlNeKg8zb5zT]


THE GRAND BAZAAR
The Grand Bazaar (Kapalicarsi in Turkish) is one of the the largest covered markets in the world with its 4400 shops, 3000 firms, some 17 hans (separate inns for specific type of products), 64 streets,25.000 employees, 4 fountains, 2 mosques and 22 gates. There are tens of cafés, a police station, little mosques, tourists information points in the bazaar. 
There are thousands of things  you can find and purchase in the Grand Bazaar.
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:p2niAetvwKlvrM:http://www.istanbuljewishtours.com/tourpic/Grand_Bazaar_01.jpg][image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:f_LYZItxVLp5XM:http://vipguideistanbul.com/images/photo%2520gallery/grandbazaar.jpg][image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:kXJqdFRzzgtgfM:http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/staticfiles/NGS/Shared/StaticFiles/Places/Images/istanbul-1-grand-bazaar-SIM-021676-sw.jpg]
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